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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1-10 are currently pending. 

Specification 

1 . The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because it exceeds 1 50 words in 
length. Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 2-6 and 8-10 are reiected under 35 U.S.C. 112. second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the inyention. 

Claim 2 recites the limitation "the walls that define the filter chamber". There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. For examination purposes 
the filter chamber is assumed to haye walls that define the chamber. 

Claim 3 recites the limitation "the sealing surface". There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. For examination purposes a sealing 
surface of the filter element is assumed to surround the outlet opening. 
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Claim 4 recites the limitation "the sealing surface". There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. For examination purposes there is 
assumed to be a sealing surface on the filter element. 

Claim 6 recites the limitation "the service openings" and "the tubular housing". 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for these limitations in the claim. For examination 
purposes there are assumed to be a service opening on each end face of the housing 
which is tubular is shape. 

Claim 8 recites the limitation "the lids". There is insufficient antecedent basis for 
this limitation in the claim. For examination purposes there is assumed to be more than 
one lid. 

Claim 10 recites the limitation "one of the lids" and "the other of the lids". There 
is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. For examination purposes 
there Is assumed to be more than one lid. 

Claims 5 and 9 are rejected as depending from rejected claims, thereby 
containing the same defects. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following Is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 
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3. Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Firth US 
3 847 819. 

Regarding claim 1 , Firth teaches a device with an inlet opening (27), an outlet 
opening (25) and a metal housing (10a) enclosing a filter chamber, and having a service 
opening closed by means of a lid (17), also of metal, which is seated on a rim portion 
(10b) surrounding the service opening in direct contact with the metal of the housing, 
the rim surface of the rim portion associated with the lid sloping between its inner 
boundary edge that is that is associated with the service opening and its outer boundary 
edge such that the rime surface forms an angle deviating from 90 degrees with the 
adjacent inside surface and outside surface of the rim portion and the contact surface 
between the lid and the rim portion is limited to a fraction of the rim surface and wherein 
there is arranged inside the filter chamber a filter element (20) (fig. 1 and 3, col. 6, lines 
24-44). 

Regarding claims 2-8, Firth further teaches the filter element is a filter body which 
is seated on a wall that defines the filter chamber and through which the fluid can flow in 
the region of at least one of its peripheral surfaces (fig. 1 ); a sealing surface (23) of the 
filter element surrounds the outlet opening (fig. 1 ); the filter element is biased by 
resilient force acting from the filter chamber on the sealing surface (fig. 1 ); the filter 
element is cylindrical in shape (fig. 1); service openings (upper end and (12)) are 
formed on end faces of the tubular housing (fig. 1); the housing is tubular (fig. 1); and 
there are two lids (17 and the cap of element (13)) that are mutually tensioned (fig. 1). 
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4. Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1Q2(b) as being anticipated by 
Hemminqsen US 1 802 423. 

Regarding claim 1, Hemmingsen teaches a device with an inlet opening, an 
outlet opening, and a housing (1) enclosing a filter chamber and having a service 
opening closed by means of a lid (3) which is seated on a rim portion surrounding the 
service opening in direct contact with the housing, the rim surface of the rim portion 
associated with the lid sloping between its inner boundary edge that is associated with 
the service opening and its outer boundary edge such that the rim surface from an 
angle deviating from 90 degrees with the adjacent inside surface and outside surface of 
the rim portion and the rim portion is limited to a fraction of the rim surface and wherein 
there is arranged inside the filter chamber a filter element (fig. 1 and 3, pg. 2 lines 1-15). 




Regarding claims 2-10, Hemmingsen further teaches the filter element is a filter 
body which is seated on a wall that defines the filter chamber and through which the 
fluid can flow in the region of at least one of its peripheral surfaces (fig. 1 ); a sealing 
surface (6) of the filter element surrounds the outlet opening (fig. 1); the filter element is 



Application/Control Number: 10/516,667 Page 6 

Art Unit: 1797 

biased on tlie sealing surface, liow tlie filter element is biased is a process limitation 
and does not positively recite a physical structure (fig. 1); the filter element is cylindrical 
in shape (fig. 1); service openings are formed on end faces of the tubular housing (fig. 
1); the housing is tubular (fig. 1); there are two lids (4 and 17) that are mutually 
tensioned (fig. 1); the tensioning is obtained by tension bolts (fig. 1); and the inlet 
opening is formed in a lid and the outlet opening is formed in another lid (fig. 1 ). 



Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to BENJAMIN KURTZ whose telephone number is 
(571 )272-821 1 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 
8:00am to 4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Sample can be reached on 571-272-1376. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Benjamin Kurtz 
Examiner 
Art Unit 1797 

4/23/08 /BK/ 

/Krishnan S Menon/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1797 



